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WORLD POPULATION DAY 2005 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [12.50 pm]:  As a member of the national parliamentary group on population and 
development, I would like to bring to the Assembly’s attention that 11 July is one day in the year when we 
should be reflecting on what is happening to populations in developing countries and, more particularly, in our 
own region.  My federal Liberal colleague, chair of our group and friend Michael Johnson, MHR, has moved an 
identical motion to the one that appears in my name on our notice paper.  The parliamentary group on population 
and development was formed in 1995 to support and promote the program of action that was adopted by 
acclamation, including by Australia, after the international conference on population and development held in 
Cairo in 1994.  The overarching aim of the program of action is to raise the quality of life for all people through 
appropriate population and development policies and programs aimed at eradicating poverty and achieving 
sustained economic growth in the context of sustainable development.  The program of action affirms that 
advancing gender equality and equity, the empowerment of women, the elimination of all forms of violence 
against women and ensuring women’s ability to control their own fertility are ends in themselves; indeed, they 
are cornerstones of development.  The theme of World Population Day 2005, equality empowers, is central to 
our group’s advocacy, particularly in the context of equality for women.  Equality for women in broad terms 
calls for women to have the same access to services and opportunities that most men have had for so long.  Girls 
should have the right to attend school.  Six hundred million women, compared with 320 million men, are 
illiterate.  Empowering women also means providing economic opportunities.  Empowerment for women also 
means having access to reproductive health services.  Women should have the means and ability to space the 
birth dates of their children.   
 


